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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a signal processing device and a 
signal processing Method performing a compress ing/decoding process for an 
audio signal, and more specifically to a signal processing device and method 
in which the power consumption is reduced by making the processing parallel. 

2. Discussion of the Related Art 

Recently, for the sake of recording, downloading, and the like of 
an audio signal, techniques for a compressing/decoding process for a number 
of audio signals have been developed rapidly. As these types of 
compressing/decoding process techniques, Layer 3 of MPEG/AUDIO (MP3), 
Advanced Audio Coding (AAC), and the like are known. Any of these employs 
technologies, such as subhand encoding, MDCT, quantization, Hoffman 
encoding, and the like, as elemental technologies. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is to provide a signal processing device in 
which the power consumption can be reduced effectively even when there is 
a deviation in the throughputs of plural processes when a low power 
consumption is sought by making the processing of an audio signal parallel 
and pipelined. 

The present invention is a signal processing device having first 
to Nth sub signal processing sections and a main signal processing section 
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and converting a first digital signal to a second digital signal by 
performing a second process after performing a first process for each frame 
signal of the first digital signal which is framed for each predetermined 
time interval. 

Here, the first to Nth sub signal processing sections can be those 
to which a (N x t + i)th frame signal (i and t are integers, N is a natural 
number, and 0 < i < N) of the first digital signal is given, wherein each 
of the sections completes the first process within a time period (N x T) 
(T is a real number). The main signal processing section can be the one 
which completes the second process within a time period T for the signal 
processed in the (i I l)th sub signal processing section. 

The main signal processing section may be the one to which a (N x 
t + i)th frame signal (i and t are integers, 0 < t, and 0 < i < N) of the 
first digital signal is given and which completes the first process within 
a time period T (T is a real number). The first to Nth sub signal processing 
sections may be those to which the (i + l)th frame signals are given after 
processed in the main signal processing section, respectively, and each 
of which completes the second process within the time period (N x T) (N 
is a natural number). 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a view showing a flow of signal processing in the case 
where parallel processing in an audio signal processing device is not 
performed. 

FIG. 2 is a view showing a flow of signal processing in the case 
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where parallel processing in an audio signal processing device is 
performed. 

FIG. 3 is a view showing a flow of signal processing in the case 
where parallel processing is not performed when there is a deviation in 
the throughputs of processes A and B in an audio signal processing device. 

FIG. 4 is a view showing a problem in the case where parallel 
processing is performed in an audio signal processing device. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a signal 
processing device of Embodiment 1 of the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a signal processing device 
performing audio signal decoding in accordance with a concrete example of 
Embodiment 1. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a signal processing device 
performing audio signal decoding in accordance with another concrete 
example of Embodiment L 

FIG. 8 is a time chart showing a flow of signal processing of 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention in the order of time. 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a signal 
processing device of Embodiment 2 of the present invention. 

FIG. 10 is a time chart showing a flow of signal processing of 
Embodiment 2 of the present invention in the order of time. 

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a signal 
processing device of Embodiment 3 of the present invention. 

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing a signal processing device 
performing audio signal encoding in accordance with a concrete example of 
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Embodiment 3. 

FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing a signal processing device 
performing audio signal encoding in accordance with another concrete 
example of Embodiment 3. 

FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing a flow of signal processing of 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention in the order of time. 

FIG. 15 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a signal 
processing device of Embodiment 4 of the present invention. 

FIG. 16 is a time chart showing a flow of signal processing of 
Embodiment 4 of the present invention in the order of time. 

FIG. 17 is an outlined view showing one example of a portable type 
apparatus containing a signal processing device in accordance with the 
present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
FIG. 1 shows a flow of processing in the case where signal processing 
composed of a first process A and a second process B is performed without 
being made parallel in a signal processing device. FIG. 2 shows a flow 
of the process A and the process B in the case where the processing shown 
in FIG. 1 is made parallel. In these examples, one frame period is T. When 
the processing is not made parallel, first the first process A [1] is 
performed for an input frame signal [13 as shown in FIG. 1, and then the 
second process B [1] is performed to generate an output frame signal [1]. 
In the next frame period, the process A [21 is performed for an input frame 
signal [23, and then the process B [2] is performed to generate an output 
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frame signal [2]. Thus, the processing of the process A and the process 
B together is completed within the one frame period T. 

When processing is made parallel, two processing devices A, B are 
employed. The process A [1] is performed for the input frame signal [1] 
in the processing device A, taking the period T, as shown in FIG. 2. In 
the next frame period, The process A [2] is performed for the input frame 
signal [2] in the processing device A, taking the period T. In this frame 
period, the process B [1] is performed for the signal being after the process 
A [1] is finished in the processing device B, taking the period T. This 
type of processing is repeated for each frame period so that the processing 
of the process A and the process B is made parallel. 

With this parallel processing, although both the process A and the 
process B together have to be completed within the period T originally as 
shown in FIG. 1, it becomes possible that each one of the process A and 
the process B is completed within the period T, whereby 1/2 of calculation 
capability becomes sufficient. That is, the operation frequency for the 
processing can be made 1/2, and thus the power consumption is reduced. 

If there is a deviation in the throughputs of the process A and the 
process B, it is necessary to complete both the processes A and B within 
one frame period T unless the process A and the process B are made parallel 
as shown in FIG. 3. FIG. 4 shows a flow of the processing in the case where 
parallel processing is employed when the processing amount of the process 
A is double the processing amount of the process B. In this case, first, 
the process A [1] is performed for the input frame signal [1] in the 
processing device A, taking the period T, as shown in FIG. 4. In the next 
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frame period, the process A [2] is performed for the input frame signal 
[2] in the processing device A, taking the period T. In this frame period, 
the process B [1] is performed for the signal which exists after the process 
A [1] is finished in the processing device B, taking the period T/2. 

Although the process A and the process B are performed with parallel 
as described above, in this type of parallel processing, the processing 
in which the process A is originally completed within a period 2 x T / 3 
merely comes to be allowed to be completed within the period T at the most. 
With respect to the process B, the process is completed in a sufficiently 
short period, compared with the given period T. Therefore, dead time in 
which no processing is performed is generated in the processing device B, 
and thus reduction in power consumption cannot be executed efficiently even 
by the parallel processing. The inventors are to find out and solve the 
problem in the case where signal processing is made parallel in audio signal 
processing. 

(Embodiment 1) 

In the present embodiment, explained is a signal processing device 
which is intended for an audio signal and performs a first process A and 
then a second process B for a frame input signal that is a first digital 
signal of an input framed for each time period T (T is a real number) to 
generate a frame signal that is a second digital signal of an output. Here, 
the embodiment is explained in the setting that the processing amount of 
the process A is N times (N is a natural number, here, N=3) the processing 
amount of the process B. 
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FIG. 5 shows a configuration of a signal processing device according 
to the present embodiment. This signal processing device has one main 
signal processing section 10 and first to third three sub signal processing 
sections 11 to 13. A distribution section 14 distributes a frame signal 
of the input to either one of the sub signal processing sections 11 to 13 
in accordance with a frame number. A selection section 15 selects either 
one of the sub signal processing sections 11 to 13 in accordance with the 
frame number to send it to the main signal processing section 10. A frame 
number management section 16 updates the frame number each time one frame 
period T elapses to give the number to the distribution section 14 and the 
selection section 15. Here, it is supposed that the respective sub signal 
processing sections 11 to 13 have the capabilities to process the first 
process A within the time period 3 x T, and the main signal processing 
section 10 has the capability to process the process B within the time period 
L 

Here, since the first process A has to start the process of the next 
frame time before the processing of the past frame time is completed, it 
is necessary that the process A is a non-chain process, that is, a process 
in which the information generated in the past frame time is not employed. 
Conversely, the second process B can be a process in which the information 
generated in the past frame time is employed, that is, a chain process. 
This is because the processing of the next frame time is always started 
after the processing of the past frame time is completed. 

The first digital signal may, for example, be a compressed and 
encoded signal of an audio signal, and the second digital signal may be 
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a PCM signal of an audio signal. The first process may contain a process 
picking out information from that compressed and encoded signal and 
converting that information into the information of a frequency spectrum, 
and second process may contain a process converting the information of that 
frequency spectrum into a time base PCM signal. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a signal processing device 
performing an audio signal decoding process that is a concrete example of 
the present signal processing device. This audio signal decoding 
processing device has first to third Hoffman decoding sections 111, 121, 
and 131 as the sub signal processing sections 11 to 13 performing the first 
process A. The Hoffman decoding process is a decoding process of a variable 
length code for decoding encoded information for each frame from an encoded 
bit stream of the input. It is supposed that the main signal processing 
section 10 performing the second process B is an inverse MDCT processing 
section 101. The inverse MDCT process is a process performing an inverse 
MDCT process for a signal inversely quantized. 

Another example of the audio decoding processing device is shown 
in FIG. 7. It can be set that the sub signal processing sections 11 to 13 
are inverse quantizing sections 112, 122, 132 inversely quantizing encoded 
informing and that the main signal processing section 10 is a sub-band 
synthesis filter bank processing section 102. 

FIG. 8 is a view showing a flow of the processing of the signal 
processing device of the present embodiment in the order of time. 
Operations of the signal processing device will be explained below. First, 
the frame number management section 16 outputs a frame number incremented 
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for each frame period to the distribution section 14 and the selection 
section 15. The distribution section 14 sends the frame signal to the 
(i+l)th sub signal processing section when the frame number is (N x t + 
i) (t and i are integers, and 0 < i < N). In this case, N is 3. As shown 
in FIG. 8, each frame signal is distributed to a predetermined sub signal 
processing section one after another. 

The Oth frame signal is sent to the first sub signal processing 

section 11. 

The first frame signal is sent to the second sub signal processing 
section 12. 

The second frame signal is sent to the third sub signal processing 
section 13. 

The third frame signal is sent to the first sub signal processing 
section 11. 

The fourth frame signal is sent to the second sub signal processing 
section 12. 

The fifth frame signal is sent to the third sub signal processing 
section 13. 

In the respective sub signal processing sections 11 to 13, the first 
process A is executed for the frame signal distributed as described above 

within the time period 3T. 

The selection section 15 then inputs the signal for which the first 
process A is performed from either one of the sub signal processing sections 
11 to 13 and sends the signal to the main signal processing section 10. 
Here, when the frame number shown by the frame number management section 
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16 is (N x t + i), the signal outputted from the (i + l)th sub signal 
processing section is sent to the main signal processing section 10. The 
signal that the main signal processing section 10 receives at this time 
is the signal which the process A is performed for the signal inputted to 
the (ill)th sub signal processing section at the time of the (N x (t - 
1) + i)th frame period. The main signal processing section 10 executes 
the second process B within the period T for the received signal for which 
the process A has been completed. 

As shown in FIG. 8, in the 0th frame period, the 0th frame signal 
is inputted to the first sub signal processing section 11, and for this 
signal the process A [0] is started so that this process is completed within 
the period 3L 

In the first frame time, the first frame signal is inputted to the 
second sub signal processing section 12, and for this signal the process 
A [1] is started so that this process is completed within the period 3T. 

In the second frame time, the second frame signal is inputted to 
the third sub signal processing section 13, and for this signal the process 
A [2] is started so that this process is completed within the period 3T. 

In the third frame time, the third frame signal is inputted to the 
first sub signal processing section 11, and for this signal the process 
A [3] is started. At the same time in the main signal processing section 
10, the process B [0] is started for the output signal from the first sub 
signal processing section 11 so that this process is completed within the 
period T. 

By repeating this type of processing for each frame time one after 
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another, the signal processing composed of the process A and the process 
B is perfoned for the frame signals inputted at the time T intervals so 
that the output frame signals are generated at the time T intervals. At 
this time, as is obvious from FIG. 8, in the main signal processing section 
10 and the sub signal processing sections 11 to 13, the processing can be 
made parallel without dead time. 

Since the processing employing the information generated in the past 
frame time is excluded in the first process A, the need to deliver a signal 
between the respective sub signal processing sections is eliminated, 
whereby making the processing parallel can be efficiently performed. 

In the present embodiment, since it is set that the processing amount 
of the process A is three times the processing amount of the process B, 
three sub signal processing sections are provided. When the processing 
amount of the process A is N times (N is a natural number) the processing 
amount of the process B, if N sub signal processing sections are provided, 
efficient parallel processing can be performed. 

As described above, in the present embodiment, when the processing 
composed of the process A and the process B is parallel processed, even 
if there is a deviation in throughputs of the process A and the process 
B, parallel processing can be performed efficiently. 

(Embodiment 2) 

In the present embodiment, explained is a signal processing device 
that is intended for an audio signal and performs a first process A and 
then a second process B for an input frame signal that is framed for each 
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time period T to generate an output frame signal. The present embodiment 
is explained in the setting that the processing amount of the process A 
is N times (here, N=2) the processing amount of the process B. 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the signal 
processing device according to the present embodiment. The signal 
processing device has one main signal processing section 30 and first and 
second two sub signal processing sections 31 and 32. A distribution and 
selection section 33 distributing and selecting to output each frame signal 
is provided between the main signal processing section 30 and the sub signal 
processing sections 31 and 32. A frame number management section 34 
updates the frame number each time one frame period T elapses to output 
it to the distribution and selection section 33. A first memory 35 is a 
memory storing an input frame signal one after another, and a second memory 
36 is a memory storing an output frame signal one after another. Here, 
it is supposed that the sub signal processing sections 31 and 32 have the 
capabilities to process the first process A within the time period (2 x 
T), and the main signal processing section 30 has the capability to process 
the second process B within the time period T. 

Here, similar to Embodiment 1, since the first process A has to start 
the process of the next frame time before the process of the past frame 
time is completed, it is necessary that the process A is the non-chain 
process. Conversely, the second process B can be the chain process. This 
is because the processing of the next frame time is always started after 
the process of the past frame time is completed. Therefore, similar to 
Embodiment 1 described above, it is possible to construct a signal 
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processing device for decoding an audio signal, setting that the main signal 
processing section 30 performs an inverse MDCT process and the sub signal 
processing sections 31 and 32 perform a Hoffman encoding process. It is 
possible to select the inverse quantize process as the first process A 
performed in the sub signal processing sections 31 and 32 and a sub-band 
synthesis filter bank process as the process B performed in the main signal 
processing section 30. 

FIG. 10 is a view showing a flow of the processing of the signal 
processing device in the order of time. Operations of the signal 
processing device will be explained below, employing FIG. 9 and FIG. 10. 

The main signal processing section 30 picks out the input frame 
signal of its frame time from the first memory 35 to output it to the 
distribution and selection section 33. A frame number is given to the 
distribution and selection section 33 from the frame number management 
section 34. 

In an (even number)th frame time, its frame signal is outputted to 
the first sub signal processing section 31. The sub signal processing 
section 31 executes the process A for the input frame signal transferred 
as described above to complete it within the period (2 x T). 

Parallel to this, the main signal processing section 30 starts the 
process B for the signal received from the first sub signal processing 
section 31 to complete that process within the period T. This signal for 
which the process B is completed is sent to the second memory 36. 

In an (odd number)th frame time, the distribution and selection 
section 33 receives the treated signal from the second sub signal processing 
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section 32 to send it to the main signal processing section 30, and to send 
the frame signal of the frame time to the second sub signal processing 
section 32. The sub signal processing section 32 executes the process A 
for the input frame signal transferred to complete it within the period 
(2 x T). 

Parallel to this, the main signal processing section 30 starts the 
process B for the signal received from the second sub signal processing 
section 32 to complete that process within the period L This signal for 
which the process B has been completed is sent to the second memory 36. 

The signal that the main signal processing section 30 receives from 
the sub signal processing section 31 or 32 is the signal obtained by the 
process that the sub signal processing section performs the first process 
A for the frame signal inputted to that sub signal processing section before 
two frame time. 

By repeating this type of processing for each frame time one after 
another, the signal processing composed of the process A and the process 
B is performed for the frame signals inputted at the time T intervals so 
that the output frame signals are generated at the time T intervals. At 
this time, as is obvious from FIG. 10, in the main signal processing section 
30 and the sub signal processing sections 31 and 32, the processing can 
be made parallel without dead time. 

Although the present embodiment is explained in a setting that the 
processing amount of the process A is two times the processing amount of 
the process B, when it is N times, N sub signal processing sections can 
be employed to construct the device. In this case, the distribution and 
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selection section 33 is constructed so as to send, (N x t + i)th frame signal 
(i and t are integers, and 0 < i < N) obtained from the main signal processing 
section 30 for each time T to a (i + l)th sub signal processing section, 
and to receive the signal for which the first process A is completed for 
(N x (t - 1) + i)th frame signal from the (i + 1) sub signal processing 
section to send it to the main signal processing section 30* By this, when 
the processing composed of the process A and the process B is parallel 
processed, even if there is a deviation in the throughputs of the process 
A and the process B, parallel processing can be performed efficiently. 

Constructing the process A so that the process A excludes a process 
employing the information generated in a past frame time eliminates the 
necessity to deliver a signal between the respective sub signal processing 
sections, whereby making the processing parallel can be efficiently 
performed. 

(Embodiment 3) 

In the present embodiment, explained is a signal processing device 
that is intended for an audio signal and performs a first process A and 
then a second process B for an input frame signal that is framed for each 
time period T (T is a real number) to generate an output frame signal. Here, 
the present embodiment is explained in the setting that the processing 
amount of the process A is N times (here, N=3) the processing amount of 
the process B. 

FIG. 11 shows a configuration of a signal processing device 
according to the present embodiment. The signal processing device has one 
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main signal processing section 50 and first to third three sub signal 
processing sections 51 to 53. A distribution section 54 distributes an 
output signal from the main signal processing section 50 to either one of 
the sub signal processing sections 51 to 53 in accordance with the frame 
number. A selection section 55 selects the output signal of either one 
of the sub signal processing sections 51 to 53 in accordance with the frame 
number to output it. A frame number management section 56 updates the frame 
number each time one frame period T elapses to give it to the distribution 
section 54 and the selection section 55. Here, it is supposed that the 
main signal processing section 50 has the capability to process the first 
process A within the time period T, and the respective sub signal processing 
sections 51 to 53 have the capabilities to process the process B within 
the time period (3 x T). 

Here, since with respect to the second process B, the process of 
the next frame time has to be started before the processing of the past 
frame time is completed, it is necessary that the process B is the non-chain 
process. Conversely, the first process A can be the chain process. This 
is because the processing of the next frame time is always started after 
the processing of the past frame time is completed. 

The first digital signal may, for example, be a PCM signal of an 
audio signal, the second digital signal may be a compressed and encoded 
signal of an audio signal, the first process may contain a process 
converting the PCM signal into the information of a frequency spectrum, 
and the second process may contain a process compressing/encoding the 
information of the frequency spectrum. 
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FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing a signal processing device 
performing an audio signal encoding process that is a concrete example of 
the present signal processing device. This audio signal encoding 
processing device can employ an MDCT processing section 501 as the main 
signal processing section 50 performing the first process, and first to 
third Hoffman encoding sections 511, 521, and 531 as the sub signal 
processing sections 51 to 53 performing the second process as shown in FIG* 
12. The MDCT process is a process converting the PCM signal in which the 
input is framed into a frequency spectrum signal while overlapping with 
the past PCM signal. The Hoffman encoding process is, that is, a variable 
length encoding process in which the present frame signal can be processed 
without employing the data generated at the time of the past frame 
processing. 

Fig. 13 shows another example of the audio encoding processing 
device. It can be set that the main signal processing section 51 is a 
sub-band analysis filter bank processing section 502 and that the sub signal 
processing sections 51 to 53 are first to third quantizing sections 512, 
522 and 532. 

FIG. 14 is a view showing a flow of processing of the signal 
processing device in the order of time. Operations of this signal 
processing device will be explained below, employing FIG. 11. 

First, in the main signal processing section 50, the process A is 
performed for the input frame signal within the period T. 

Then, the distribution section 54 sends the output signal from the 
main signal processing section 50 to the (i + l)th sub signal processing 
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section when the frame number shown by the frame number Management section 
56 is (N x t t i) (t and i are integers, N is a natural number, and t > 
0, and 0 < i < N). In this case, N=3. 
That is: 

When the frame number is 0, the output signal from the main signal 
processing section 50 is sent to the first sub signal processing section 
51. 

When the frame number is 1, it is sent to the second sub signal 
processing section 52. 

When the frame number is 2, it is sent to the third sub signal 
processing section 53. 

When the frame number is 3, it is sent to the first sub signal 
processing section 51. 

When the frame number is 4, it is sent to the second sub signal 
processing section 52. 

When the frame number is 5, it is sent to the third sub signal 
processing section 53. 

As this, an output signal from the main signal processing section 
50 is distributed to the predetermined sub signal processing section one 
after another. 

In the sub signal processing sections 51 to 53, the process B is 
executed for the after-process A signal that is distributed as described 
above within the time period 3T. 

The selection section 55 then inputs the signal for which the process 
A and the process B are performed from either one of the sub signal 
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processing sections 51 to 53 to output this processed signal. In general, 
when the frame number shown by the frame number management section 56 is 
(N x t + i), the signal outputted from the (i + l)th sub signal processing 
section is outputted. The signal outputted at this time becomes the signal 
which is obtained by performing the process B for the signal inputted to 
the (i + l)th sub signal processing section at the (N x (t - 1) + i)th frame 
time. Here, N=3. 

FIG. 14 is a view showing a flow of signal processing in the order 
of time. In the Oth frame time, the 0th frame signal is inputted to the 
main signal processing section 50, and for this signal the process A [0] 
is started so that this process is completed within the period L 

In the first frame time, the first frame signal is inputted to the 
main signal processing section 50, and for this signal the process A [1] 
is started. At the same time in the first sub signal processing section 
51, the process B [0] is started for the output signal for which the process 
A [0] is completed from the main signal processing section 50 so that this 
process is completed within the period (3 x T). Of course, the process 
A is completed within the period T. 

In the second frame time, the second frame signal is inputted to 
the main signal processing section 50, and for this signal the process A 
[2] is started. At the same time in the second sub signal processing 
section 52, the process B [1] is started for the output signal for which 
the process A [1] is completed from the main signal processing section 50 
so that this process is completed within the period (3 x T). Of course, 
the process A is completed within the period T. 

19 



In the third frame time, the third frame signal is inputted to the 
main signal processing section 50, and for this signal the process A [3] 
is started. At the same time in the third sub signal processing section 
53, the process B [2] is started for the output signal for which the process 
A [2] is completed from the main signal processing section 50 so that this 
process is completed within the period (3 x T). Of course, the process 
A is completed within the period T. 

In the forth frame time, the fourth frame signal is inputted to the 
main signal processing section 50, and for this signal the process A [4] 
is started. At the same time in the first sub signal processing section 
51, the process B [3] is started for the output signal for which the process 
A [3] is completed from the main signal processing section 50 so that this 
process is completed within the period (3 x T). Of course, the process 
A is completed within the period T. 

By repeating this type of processing for each frame time one after 
another, the signal processing composed of the process A and the process 
B is performed for the frame signals inputted at the time T intervals so 
that the output frame signals are generated at the time T intervals. At 
this time, as is obvious from FIG. 14, in the main signal processing section 
50 and the sub signal processing sections 51 to 53, the processing can be 
made parallel without dead time. 

Constructing the process B so that the process excludes a process 
processing employing the information generated in the past frame time 
eliminates the necessity to deliver a signal between the respective sub 
signal processing sections, whereby making the processing parallel can be 
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efficiently performed. 

In the present embodiment, since it is set that the processing amount 
of the process B is three times the processing amount of the process A, 
three sub signal processing sections are provided. When the processing 
amount of the process B is N times (N is a natural number) the processing 
amount of the process A, if N sub signal processing sections are provided, 
efficient parallel processing can be performed 

As described above, in the present embodiment, when the processing 
composed of the process A and the process B is parallel processed, even 
if there is a deviation in throughputs of the process A and the process 
B, parallel processing can be performed efficiently. 

(Embodiment 4) 

In the present embodiment, explained is a signal processing device 
that is intended for an audio signal and performs a first process A and 
then a second process B for an input frame signal that is framed for each 
time period T to generate an output frame signal. The present embodiment 
is explained in the setting that the processing amount of the process B 
is N times (here, N=2) the processing amount of the process A. 

FIG. 15 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the signal 
processing device according to the present embodiment. The signal 
processing device has one main signal processing section 70 and first and 
second two sub signal processing sections 71 and 72. A distribution and 
selection section 73 distributing and selecting to output each frame signal 
is provided between the main signal processing section 70 and the sub signal 
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processing sections 71 and 72. A frame number management section 74 
updates a frame number each time one frame period T elapses to output it 
to the distribution and selection section 73. A first memory 75 is a memory 
storing an input frame signal one after another, and a second memory 76 
is a memory storing an output frame signal one after another. Here, it 
is supposed that the sub signal processing sections 71 and 72 have the 
capabilities to process the first process B within the time period (2 x 
T), and the main signal processing section 70 has the capability to process 
the process A within the time period L 

Here, similar to Embodiment 3, the first process A can be a process 
in which the information generated in the past frame time is employed, that 
is, the chain process. This is because the process of the next frame time 
is always started after the processing of the past frame time is completed. 
Conversely, since the second process B has to start the process of the next 
frame time before the process of the past frame time is completed, it is 
necessary that the process B is the non-chain process. Therefore, similar 
to Embodiment 3 described above, it is possible to construct an audio coding 
processing device performing an MDCT process as the main signal processing 
section 70 and the Hoffman encoding process as the sub signal processing 
sections 31 and 32. It is possible to select a sub-band analysis filter 
bank process as the process A performed in the main signal processing 
section 70 and a quantize process as the process B performed in the sub 
signal processing section 30. 

FIG. 16 is a view showing a flow of the processing of the signal 
processing device in the order of time. Operations of the signal 
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processing device will be explained below, employing FIG. 15 and FIG. 16. 

The main signal processing section 70 picks out the input frame 
signal of its frame time from the first memory 75 and performs the process 
A for this frame signal. This process A is completed within the period 
T. This after-process A signal is outputted to the distribution and 
selection section 73. A frame number has been given to the distribution 
and selection section 73 from the frame number management section 74, and 
the frame signal is outputted to the first sub signal processing section 
71 in an (even number)th frame time. 

Parallel to this, in the second sub signal processing section 72, 
the process B is started for the after-process A signal which exists before 
one frame time, and this process is completed within the period 2x1 This 
after-process B signal is sent to the second memory 76 via the distribution 
and selection section 73 and the main signal processing section 70. 

In an (odd number) th frame time, a frame signal of its time is 
inputted from the first memory 75 to the main signal processing section 
70, and for this signal the process A is started so that this process is 
completed within the period T. This after-process A signal is sent to the 
second sub signal processing section 72 via the distribution and selection 
section 73. 

Parallel to this, in the first sub signal processing section 71, 
the process B is started for the af ter-process A signal which exists before 
one frame time so that this process is completed within the period 2 x T. 
This after-process B signal is sent to the second memory 76 via the 
distribution and selection section 73 and the main signal processing 
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section 70. 

At this tiie, the signal that the main signal processing section 
70 receives from the sub signal processing section 71 or 72 is the signal 
obtained by the process that the sub signal processing section performs 
the process B for the frame signal inputted to this sub signal processing 
section before two frame time. 

By repeating this type of processing for each frame time one after 
another, the signal processing composed of the process A and the process 
B is performed for the frame signals inputted at the time T intervals so 
that the output frame signals are generated at the time T intervals. At 
this time, as is obvious from FIG. 16, in the main signal processing section 
70 and the sub signal processing sections 71 and 72, the processing can 
be made parallel without dead time. 

As described above, in the present embodiment, when the processing 
composed of the process A and the process B is parallel processed, even 
if there is a deviation in throughputs of the process A and the process 
B, parallel processing can be performed efficiently. 

Constructing the process B so that the process B does not contain 
a process employing the information generated in a past frame time 
eliminates the necessity to deliver a signal between the respective sub 
signal processing sections, whereby making the processing parallel can be 
efficiently performed, 

In the respective embodiments described above, it is premised that 
the operations of the sub signal processing sections are defined by a 
program stored in a commend memory and are operated by the same program. 
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That is, in a signal processing device, a plurality of sub signal processing 
sections operate exactly the same. Accordingly, it is desired that the 
memory needed in the processing performed in the sub signal processing 
sections is smaller than the memory needed in the processing performed in 
the main signal processing section. 

The need to deliver a signal between the respective sub signal 
processing sections is eliminated by not performing parallel processing 
in the process in which a process employing the information generated in 
a past frame time is contained and performing parallel processing in the 
process in which a process employing the information generated in a past 
frame time is not contained, whereby parallel processing and pipeline 
processing can be efficiently performed, and the power consumption can be 
reduced. 

FIG. 17 is an outlined view showing one example of a portable type 
apparatus employing a signal processing device in accordance with either 
one of the embodiments described above. This portable type apparatus is, 
for example, an apparatus for encoding and decoding to reproduce audio data, 
such as MP3, AAC, or the like. This apparatus is provided with a microphone 
81 as an input device, an input section 82, an output section 83 amplifying 
a decoded signal, a speaker 84, a memory 85, and a battery 86 in addition 
to that signal processing device 87 as shown in the drawing. The signal 
processing device 87 is constructed, including an encoding section 801 
performing an encoding process of an audio signal in accordance with 
Embodiment 3 or 4 described above and a decoding section 802 performing 
a decoding process in accordance with Embodiment 1 or 2. The memory 85 
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is a memory holding audio data and is constructed so as to encode the data 
inputted thereto to write and decode the data written to output. The memory 
85 can be constructed as a memory card that is small in size and is easy 
to attach or detach. With this, efficiently paralleling to encode and 
decode is possible, whereby advantageous effects can be produced wherein 
drastic low power consumption is achieved, and possible operating time can 
be prolonged by one time charge of the portable type apparatus. 
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